
APRIL 1, 2020
IS CENSUS DAY!



A P R I L  1 ,  2 0 2 0  I S  C E N S U S  D A Y.
As mandated by the U.S. Constitution, America gets just one chance each decade to count its population.
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The U.S. Constitution (1787) 
Mandates the Census Count9

• Every ten yea rs, the Census is the 
country’s la rgest nonmilita ry mobiliza tion 
of a  workforce

• Its da ta  a re of pa ra mount importa nce 
to the na tion

 Determining representation in Congress

 Demarking boundaries for voting 
and school districts, and

 Allocation of billions of dollars in 
funding for many federal programs

• The ma nda te – to not just a ttempt to offer 
informa tion or a  service to the popula tion, 
but to actually reach a nd count every 
person living in the United Sta tes a nd its 
territories – of all ages, residence sta tuses, 
a nd loca tions – whether or not they desire 
to pa rticipa te, a nd rega rdless of whether 
they a re difficult to find, reach, a nd count

ACCURATE COUNTING

The next Census in 2020 will require counting 
an increasingly diverse and growing population 
of around 330 million people in more than 140 
million housing units. To get an accurate count, 
the Census Bureau must build an accurate address 
list of every housing unit, maximize self-response 
to the census, and efficiently follow up with those 
who do not respond.
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Billions of Federal Dollars are 
Distributed to States Based 
on Census Counts

• In Fiscal Year (FY) 2016, the 50 states plus the 
District of Columbia  received $883.1 billion 
from the 55 largest Census-guided programs1

• Arka nsas received almost $9.9 billion in 
a nnual federal assista nce on a  per capita 
basis in FY20161

 Funds Medicaid, Transportation Grants, 
Education Grants, Section 8 Housing 
Vouchers, Community Development Block 
Grants, and dozens more

• Each Arka nsa n not counted may result 
in a  loss of approxima tely $3,300 for each 
of ten yea rs (based on FY2016)2

• A 1% undercount of Arka nsa ns in 2020 may 
result in up to $990,000,000 in lost funds 
over a  ten-yea r period

 30,000 people * $3,300 * 10 years ≈ $990,000,000

Arkansas is Very Vulnerable 
to Census Undercount

• Arka nsas’ grea ter vulnera bility to 
undercount is due to its unique 
demographic cha racteristics

 Large Black and growing Hispanic Populations
 (National undercount of 2.07% and 1.54% 

respectively in 2010)3

 Vast Rural Areas
 (43.8% of Arkansans live in rural areas)4

 High Poverty Rates
 (Between 17 and 20% of Arkansans lived in 

poverty between 2005 and 2017)5

 Relatively low broadband coverage; internet 
is the preferred option for 2020 Census

 (6.5% of Urban areas without Fixed 
25Mbps/3Mbps = 108,199 people, 42.4% of Rural 
areas without Fixed 25Mbps/3Mbps = 558,620 
people).6   These figures only represent availability, 
not accessibility in areas with coverage.

• In 2000, the net undercount for Arka nsas 
was 1.28% or over 34,000 people7

 Estimated loss in funding on just eight 
federal programs - $17,087,0007

• In 2010, the undercount was reduced to just 
over 0.4%3 due to a  sta te-wide group effort 
on pre-Census projects:

 An update/addition of over 1,500 housing 
units in one project alone8
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New Methods for 
Self-Response9
• 2010 introduced the limited use of non-ID 

response – where people ca n respond to the 
Census without a n identifying code. 2020 will 
ma rk a  significa nt expa nsion of this option

• Response methods for 2020 will include:

 Online response with or without 
a Census-provided ID

 Mail-back paper response with or 
without a Census-provided ID

 Calls to the Census Questionnaire 
Assistance (CQA) toll-free hotline with 
or without a Census-provided ID

 Responses through in-person 
Nonresponse Follow-up

Need to Address Both 
the Hard-to-Count and 
Hard-to-Reach Populations9
• Hard-to-Count (HTC) and Hard-to-Reach (HTR) 

populations are a key priority in this Census

• These are populations that are typically less 
likely to participate in the Census and include:

 Individuals who may misunderstand 
the purpose of the Census

 Recent immigrants who may not be 
engaged with their local governments

 Areas with low internet penetration rates

 Those who may have concerns about their data 
being shared among government agencies or 
those who distrust the government, in general

A P R I L  1 ,  2 0 2 0  I S  C E N S U S  D A Y.
Business of all sizes depend on census data to make decisions about where to locate, hire, and invest.
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Trusted Voices Can 
Help Influence 
the Response9
• The strong support of pa rtners, 

“people like me”, a re critical to 
the effort to get Arka nsas’ most 
vulnera ble counted in 2020

 Hard-to-Count and 
Hard-to-Reach audiences cross 
all races and ethnicities

 Grass-roots and hyper-local 
outreach is key

 Trusted voices are resources 
that demonstrate validity 
to communities

The Census Bureau Needs 
Arkansas to Assist with Census 
Communications9
• Educate the population on the value of the Census and its 

importance to the nation and our democracy, as well as 
to every community and neighborhood – particularly the 
impact on local schools, health care, emergency response, 
and other community services

• Expla in the ava ila ble mea ns for response to make it 
easy for everyone to pa rticipa te

• Communica te with a udiences through the 
communica tions cha nnels a nd la nguages most 
appropria te for reaching them

• Reach out to communities using trusted local voices via 
the Pa rtnership Progra m

The Timeline9

JANUARY–FEBRUARY

2020
AWARENESS PHASE
Educate about the purpose 
of the Census and its 
importance to communities

MARCH–APRIL

2020
MOTIVATION PHASE
Drive self-response and 
encouragement of friends 
and family response

MAY–JULY

2020
REMINDER PHASE
If individuals do not self-respond, 
the household may receive visits 
from Census staff

JANUARY

2021
DATA DISSEMINATION

The Census Bureau will complete its review of the count 
in November 2020 and deliver the final numbers to 
the U.S. President in December 2020. Total population 
numbers will become publicly available in January 
or February 2021. State population counts are to be 
delivered by March 31, 2021.

E v e r y b o d y  i s  C r u c i a l  t o  C o u n t i n g 
E v e r y  B o d y  i n  A r k a n s a s  i n  2 0 2 0 .

A P R I L  1 ,  2 0 2 0  I S  C E N S U S  D A Y.
Business of all sizes depend on census data to make decisions about where to locate, hire, and invest.
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Counting for Dollars 2020 
The Role of the Decennial Census in the 
Geographic Distribution of Federal Funds
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Andrew Reamer, Research Professor
The George Washington University 

areamer@gwu.edu 

For further information: 

REPORT

The Counting for Dollars 2020 Project aims to understand 1) the extent to which the federal government 
will rely on data from the 2020 Census to guide the distribution of federal funding to states, localities, and 
households across the nation and 2) the impact of the accuracy of the 2020 Census on the fair, equitable 
distribution of these funds. 

through 55 federal spending programs 
guided by data derived from the 2010 Census.

The project has analyzed spending by state for 55 federal programs 
($883,094,826,042 in FY2016). Three types of programs are analyzed:

• Domestic financial assistance programs provide financial assistance — including direct 
payments to individuals, grants, loans, and loan guarantees — to non-federal entities within 
the U.S. — such as individuals and families, state and local governments, companies, and 
nonprofits — in order to fulfill a public purpose.

• Tax credit programs allow a special exclusion, exemption, or deduction from gross income or 
provide a special credit, a preferential rate of tax, or a deferral of tax liability.

• Procurement programs award a portion of Federal prime contract dollars to small businesses 
located in areas selected on the basis of census-derived data.

The four uses of census-derived datasets to geographically allocate 
funding are:

• Define eligibility criteria — that is, identify which organizations or individuals can receive funds.

• Compute formulas that geographically allocate funds to eligible recipients.

• Rank project applications based on priorities (e.g., smaller towns, poorer neighborhoods).

• Set interest rates for federal loan programs.

The two categories of census-derived datasets are:

• Geographic classifications — the characterization (e.g., rural), delineation (e.g., Metropolitan 
Areas), or designation (e.g., Opportunity Zones) of specific geographic areas.

• Variable datasets 

• Annual updates of population and housing variables collected in the Decennial Census.

• Household surveys collecting new data elements (e.g., income, occupation) by using the 
Decennial Census to design representative samples and interpret results. 

Reports of the Counting 
for Dollars 2020 Project: 

Report #1: Initial Analysis: 16 Large 
Census-guided Financial Assistance 
Programs (August 2017)*

Report #2: Estimating Fiscal Costs 
of a Census Undercount to States 
(March 2018)*

Report #3: Role of the Decennial 
Census in Distributing Federal Funds 
to Rural America (December 2018)*

Report #4: Census-derived Datasets 
Used to Distribute Federal Funds 
(December 2018)

Report #5: Analysis of 55 Large 
Census-guided Federal Spending 
Programs (forthcoming)*+

Report #6: An Inventory of 320 
Census-guided Federal Spending 
Programs (forthcoming) 

* Data available by state
+ Source for this state sheet

COUNTING FOR DOLLARS 2020:

ARKANSAS
In FY2016, Arkansas received $9,867,323,057   
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Counting for Dollars 2020 
The Role of the Decennial Census in the 
Geographic Distribution of Federal Funds REPORT

snoitagilbO.tpeDmargorPsnoitagilbO.tpeDmargorP

Financial Assistance Programs $9,740,911,762 

Medical Assistance Program (Medicaid) HHS $4,919,318,000 Community Facilities Loans/Grants USDA $48,081,600 

 973,136,12$DEstnarG etatS noitcurtsnI evitceffE gnitroppuS 417,508,366$DEsnaoL tnedutS tceriD laredeF

 441,075,02$JODecnatsissA mitciV emirC 280,577,775$ADSUmargorP ecnatsissA noitirtuN latnemelppuS

 438,280,7$DUHstnarG tnemeltitnE GBDC 872,602,536$SHH)B traP( ecnarusnI lacideM .lppuS eracideM

 000,382,71$DUHdnuF latipaC gnisuoH cilbuP 732,583,275$TODnoitcurtsnoC dna gninnalP yawhgiH

 000,009,352$DEmargorP tnarG lleP laredeF
Block Grants for the Prevention and Treatment 
of Substance Abuse

HHS $13,524,497 

Section 8 Housing Choice Vouchers HUD $98,153,000 
Water and Waste Disposal Systems for 
Rural Communities

USDA $31,542,488 

 625,756,41$SHHtnarG kcolB secivreS laicoS 725,403,26$SHHseilimaF ydeeN rof ecnatsissA yraropmeT

Very Low to Moderate Income Housing Loans USDA $384,157,930 Rural Rental Assistance Payments USDA $26,379,177 

 000,994,2$ADSUsnaoL yrtsudnI dna ssenisuB 454,359,851$DEsAEL ot stnarG I eltiT

State Children's Health Insurance Program HHS $174,524,000 
Career and Technical Education - Basic Grants 
to States

ED $11,389,791 

 005,437,3$SHDmargorP tnarG ytiruceS dnalemoH 000,499,431$ADSUmargorP hcnuL loohcS lanoitaN

 152,140,8$LODstnarG rekroW detacolsiD AOIW 638,974,411$DEstnarG noitacudE laicepS

 241,759,7$DUH EMOH 030,046,06$DUHmargorP stnemyaP ecnatsissA gnisuoH 8 noitceS

 180,214,61$DUHGBDC etatS 000,482,14$TODstnarG alumroF tisnarT laredeF

 037,938,7$LODseitivitcA htuoY AOIW 747,796,29$SHHtratS daeH

866,576,7$LODseitivitcA tludA AOIW 000,227,96$ADSUCIW

 299,208,5$LODresyeP-rengaW/ecivreS tnemyolpmE 612,665,04$SHHeraC retsoF E-VI eltiT

 677,776,9$SHHtnarG kcolB secivreS ytinummoC 048,671,84$SHHsretneC eraC htlaeH

 000,380,35$ADSUmargorP tsafkaerB loohcS
Special Programs for the Aging, Title III, Part C, 
Nutrition Services

HHS $6,292,232 

 531,682,21$ADSUecivreS noisnetxE evitarepooC 000,296,12$ADSUseetnarauG naoL dna snaoL noitacfiirtcelE laruR

 293,292$LODgniniarT & tnemyolpmE .remA evitaN 000,241,23$DUHgnisuoH naidnI dna cilbuP

Low Income Home Energy Assistance HHS $27,865,516 

Child and Adult Care Food Program USDA $57,462,000 Federal Tax Expenditures $116,972,314 

 099,889,97$saerTtiderC xaT gnisuoH emocnI woL 973,899,64$DEsetatS eht ot stnarG noitatilibaheR lanoitacoV

 523,389,63$saerTtiderC xaT stekraM weN 000,723,12$SHHsdnuF gnihctaM dna yrotadnaM eraC dlihC

Unemployment Insurance Administration DOL $20,673,000 

Federal Transit - Capital Investment Grants DOT $2,046,244 Federal Procurement Programs $9,438,982

289,834,9$ABSmargorP senoZBUH 000,215,23$SHHtnarG kcolB tnempoleveD dna eraC dlihC

 693,314,12$SHHecnatsissA noitpodA

Prepared by Andrew Reamer, the George Washington Institute of Public Policy, the George Washington University. Spending data analysis provided by Sean Moulton, Open Government 
Program Manager, Project on Government Oversight.  |  January 30, 2019

Note: The sequence of the above programs is consistent with U.S. rank order by program expenditures. (See U.S. sheet in series.)

 Counting for Dollars 2020 publications and spreadsheet with above data available at  
https://gwipp.gwu.edu/counting-dollars-2020-role-decennial-census-geographic-distribution-federal-funds

Allocation of Funds from 55 Large Federal Spending Programs 
Guided by Data Derived from the 2010 Census (Fiscal Year 2016)

Total Program Obligations: $9,867,323,057   
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Andrew Reamer, Research Professor
The George Washington University 

areamer@gwu.edu 

For further information: 

COUNTING FOR DOLLARS 2020:

ARKANSAS
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