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Arkansas’ School Readiness Indicators 

(ASRI) were developed in 2003 as 

part of the National School Readiness 

Indicators Initiative, a 17-state program 

sponsored by the David and Lucile 

Packard Foundation, the Ewing Marion 

Kauffman Foundation, and the Ford 

Foundation. ASRI is a dynamic and 

reliable set of measurements that allow 

parents, educators, policymakers, and 

community leaders to pursue and 

monitor strategies that move the state’s 

children toward school readiness.
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Source: Arkansas Department of Health, Center for Health Statistics

 FIGURE 1 

Birth to Females Under 18, 
by County: 2022

(rate per 1000 females)
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 FIGURE 2 

No Prenatal Care During First Pregnancy 
Trimester, Percent of All Births, by County: 2022

(percent of all births in which the mother did not begin prenatal care 
during the first three months of pregnancy)

Source: Arkansas Department of Health, Center for Health Statistics
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Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates; and Population Estimates processed by 
Arkansas Economic Development Institute from U.S. Census Bureau, Population Estimates Program, Vintage 2022

 FIGURE 3 

Percent of Children 
Under Five Years of Age in Poverty, 

by County: 2022



Getting Ready for School | Arkansas 2024	 7 	 Arkansas Economic Development Institute

Source: Arkansas Department of Human Services

 FIGURE 4 

True Reports of 
Child Maltreatment, 

by County: 2022
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Source: ACHI. (2023). Assessment of Childhood and Adolescent Obesity in Arkansas: Year 20 
(Fall 2022 – Spring 2023). Arkansas Center for Health Improvement. Little Rock, AR

 FIGURE 5 

Percentage of Overweight or Obese Students, 
by County: 2022–2023

(Grades K, 2, 4, 6, 8, 10)
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Source: Arkansas Center for Health Improvement. Assessment of Childhood and Adolescent Obesity in Arkansas: Year 20 
(Fall 2022 – Spring 2023) and Assessment of Childhood and Adolescent Obesity in Arkansas: Year 15 (Fall 2017 – Spring 2018)

 FIGURE 6 

Change in Percentage of Overweight or Obese 
Students, by County: 2017–2018 to 2022–2023

(Grades K, 2, 4, 6, 8, 10)
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Source: Arkansas Department of Education, Special Education, IDEA Data and 
Research Partnership with UA Little Rock College of Education

 FIGURE 7 

Percent of Children Receiving Special 
Education K-12 Provided in School Districts, 

by County: 2022–2023
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Source: Arkansas Department of Education

 FIGURE 8 

Percent of Hispanic Enrollment 
in School Districts, 

by County: 2022–2023
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Source: Arkansas Department of Education

 FIGURE 9 

Graduation Rate, 
by School District: 2022–2023
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates

 FIGURE 10 

Percent of Children in Poverty, 
5–17 Years of Age, 

by School District: 2022
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Source: Arkansas Department of Education

 FIGURE 11 

Grade 4 Math Proficiency, 
by School District: 2023
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Source: Arkansas Department of Education

 FIGURE 12 

Grade 4 Reading Proficiency, 
by School District: 2023
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Source:  Bureau of Labor Statistics, Local Area Unemployment Statistics

 FIGURE 13 

Unemployment Rate, 
by County: 2023
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates

 FIGURE 14 

Median Household Income, 
by County: 2022
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Source: Arkansas Department of Health, Health Statistics Branch, Arkansas Health Professions 
Manpower Statistics 2022; and U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division, Vintage 2022

 FIGURE 15 

Primary Care Physicians 
Per 10,000 Population, 

by County: 2022
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Definitions and Sources
Births to Females Under 18: The number of births in 
which the mother was less than 18 years of age. The 
rate is calculated by comparing births to the population 
estimate of females age 11–17. This group’s population 
estimate was obtained by applying a statistical method 
called the Karup-King multipliers the population 
estimates from the U.S. Census Bureau. Calendar year.

No Prenatal Care During First Trimester: The number 
of all births in which the mother did not begin prenatal 
care during the first three months of pregnancy. 
Calendar year.

Percent of Children Under Five Years of Age in Poverty: 
The percent of children 0–4 years of age in poverty is 
the sum of children below the poverty level divided 
by the total number of all children 0–4 years of age in 
families. Poverty status is determined from income data. 
Poverty thresholds are arranged in a two-dimensional 
matrix based on family size and number of children in 
the family. The total income of the family was tested 
against the appropriate threshold to determine the 
poverty status of the family. If the family income was 
less than the corresponding cutoff, the family was 
classified as below poverty level. Calendar year.

True Reports of Child Maltreatment: The number of 
reports in which an allegation of maltreatment has been 
founded. Child maltreatment includes neglect, physical 
abuse, sexual abuse, and abandonment. State fiscal year.

Percent of Overweight or Obese Students: The number 
of overweight or obese students as shown in the annual 
body mass index (BMI) screening of Arkansas public 
school students. This number is divided by the total 
number of students in grades K, 2, 4, 6, 8, 10. School year.

Change in Percentage of Overweight or Obese 
Students: The change in the percentage of students 
who are overweight or obese from school year 
2017-2018 to 2022–2023. School year.

Percent of Children Receiving Special Education K-12 
in School Districts: The number of students counted 
under the P.L. 94-142 grant for all districts combined 
for each school year. Students in special education 
placements are those who have been identified as 
disabled according to criteria set forth in state and 
federal regulations, and who are receiving special 
education and related services as necessary. The percent 
is determined by dividing the enrollment in special 
education by the total enrollment. Charter Districts, 
Children with Disabilities Districts, and Correctional 
Service Districts are not included in this calculation. 
School year.

Percent of Hispanic Enrollment: The number of 
Hispanic students enrolled in a school district divided 
by the total enrollment. School year.

Graduation Rate: Graduation rate is the number 
of cohort members who earned a regular high 
school diploma during a four-year period divided 
by the number of first-time ninth-graders in the fall 
(starting cohort) plus students who transfer in, minus 
students who transfer out, emigrate, or die during the 
four years. School year.

Percent of Children in Poverty, 5-17 Years of Age: 
The percent of children 5–17 years of age in poverty 
is the sum of related children below the poverty level 
divided by the total number of all related children 5–17 
years of age in families. Children aged 5–17 in families 
are children who are related to householder by birth, 
marriage, or adoption. Foster children are not included 
in families. Calendar year.

Grade 4 Math Proficiency: Percent of students in Grade 
4 who met or exceeded the ACT Readiness Benchmark in 
math on the ACT Aspire. Spring of current year.

Grade 4 Reading Proficiency: Percent of students 
in Grade 4 who met or exceeded the ACT Readiness 
Benchmark in reading on the ACT Aspire. Spring of 
current year.

Unemployment Rate: The unemployment rate is the 
number of unemployed individuals divided by the 
civilian labor force. Calendar year.

Median Household Income: Median household income 
divides the household income distribution into two 
equal parts, one having incomes above the median and 
the other having incomes below the median. 
Calendar year.

Primary Care Physicians Per 10,000 Population: 
The number of primary care physicians (medical doctors 
participating in family practice, general practice, 
obstetrics/gynecology, pediatrics, or internal medicine) 
compared to the total population. This is expressed as 
a ratio of physicians per 10,000 people. Physicians are 
assigned to a county based on their mailing address 
on the Medical Board license registry, which may 
not necessarily be the county in which they practice. 
Calendar year.
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